The GOA and OCA members describe the
strength of the ethnic heritage of their parishes
in a very different ways.
“How well does the statement ‘Our parish has a
strong ethnic heritage that we are trying to preserve’
describe your parish?”
Notȱtrue

10%

100%

80%
Somewhat
60%
true
40%
True
20%
0%

41%

37%
22%

GOAȱlaity

OCAȱlaity

The need for “more money,” “more volunteers
and enthusiastic people,” “clearer vision of the
parish future” and “more youth involvement”
are seen as the most urgent issues by both
GOA and OCA laity.
“What is most needed for your parish to strengthen
and to grow?”
% of parish members who said that the following is
“VERY URGENT” for our parish in order to
strengthen and to grow
ȱ
GOAȱ OCAȱ
Moreȱmoneyȱ

GOA,ȱ%ȱ

ȱ

31%
59%

The members of both the GOA and the OCA are
divided among themselves over issues of the
“future for the Orthodox Church in the US” and
“Orthodox Unity in America.”
“Of the following, which ONE best describes your
opinion of the present and future directions for the
Orthodox Church in the US?”
(% of GOA and OCA members)

41%ȱ

27%ȱ

Moreȱvolunteersȱandȱenthusiasticȱ
peopleȱ

34%ȱ

26%ȱ

Clearerȱvisionȱofȱtheȱparish’sȱfutureȱ

29%ȱ

24%ȱ

Moreȱyouthȱinvolvementȱ

27%ȱ

25%ȱ

Moreȱagreementȱandȱunityȱamongȱ
parishionersȱ

21%ȱ

14%ȱ

Moreȱeffectiveȱlayȱleadershipȱ

21%ȱ

12%ȱ

Moreȱactiveȱcongregationalȱ
participationȱinȱtheȱLiturgyȱ

15%ȱ

12%ȱ

Betterȱorganizedȱreligiousȱeducationȱ
programsȱ

14%ȱ

11%ȱ

Betterȱorganizedȱsocialȱactivities,ȱ
fellowshipȱgroupsȱ

13%ȱ

9%ȱ

Moreȱeffectiveȱpastoralȱleadershipȱ

10%ȱ

8%ȱ

Innovativeȱapproachȱtoȱliturgicalȱlifeȱ

10%ȱ

6%ȱ

OCA,ȱ%ȱ

Weȱneedȱtoȱgetȱbackȱtoȱtheȱwayȱ
weȱdidȱthingsȱinȱtheȱpastȱ

7ȱ

5ȱ

Weȱareȱfaithfullyȱmaintainingȱ
ourȱtraditionsȱandȱweȱshouldȱ
continueȱtoȱdoȱsoȱ

48ȱ

41ȱ

TheȱOrthodoxȱChurchȱinȱtheȱUSȱ
isȱcurrentlyȱinȱtheȱprocessȱofȱ
numerousȱchangesȱandȱIȱfeelȱ
optimisticȱaboutȱthisȱ

28ȱ

29ȱ

Iȱfeelȱthatȱweȱareȱtooȱstronglyȱ
“tied”ȱtoȱourȱpast.ȱWeȱneedȱtoȱ
rethinkȱwhereȱweȱareȱnowȱandȱ
decideȱaboutȱnewȱdirectionsȱ

Most clergy and laity agree that Orthodox
priests in the USA need to be more socially
involved than they are now.
“Priests today need to be more involved with broad
social and moral issues beyond their own parish’s
level”
%ȱofȱclergyȱandȱlaityȱwhoȱAGREEDȱwithȱthisȱ
statement
70%
Clergy 60%
50%
40%
Laity 30%
20%
10%
0%

64%

69%
54%

GOA

The Orthodox
Church Today

59%

OCA

Only a small proportion of both clergy and laity
support the separation of religion and public
education
“It is important that public schools at all levels keep
religion and religious issues ‘out of classrooms’”

C
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“The subject of ‘Orthodox Unity’ in America has
been discussed for a long time. What do you think
about the current situation and possible future
developments?” (% of GOA and OCA members)
ȱ

GOA,ȱ OCA,ȱ
%ȱ
%ȱ

IȱthinkȱthatȱtheȱquestionȱofȱOrthodoxȱ
unityȱisȱunnecessarilyȱ
overemphasizedȱinȱourȱChurchȱlife:ȱ
thereȱareȱmanyȱotherȱissuesȱwhichȱareȱ
moreȱimportantȱandȱurgentȱ.ȱ

15ȱ

Iȱthinkȱthatȱweȱareȱonȱtheȱrightȱpath.ȱ
OrthodoxȱunityȱinȱtheȱUSȱwillȱbeȱ
eventuallyȱachievedȱthroughȱtheȱ
increasingȱcoȬoperationȱamongȱtheȱ
variousȱAmericanȱOrthodoxȱ
jurisdictionsȱ–ȱtheȱwayȱitȱgoesȱnowȱ

51ȱ

Iȱthinkȱthatȱveryȱlittleȱhasȱbeenȱdoneȱ
soȱfarȱtoȱachieveȱthisȱgoal.ȱWeȱneedȱ
moreȱconsistentȱeffortsȱandȱshouldȱactȱ
moreȱintentionallyȱ

34ȱ

%ȱofȱclergyȱandȱlaityȱwhoȱAGREEDȱwithȱthisȱ
statement
Clergy 40%
Laity
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The Orthodox Church Today is a national study of
laity in the two largest Orthodox Churches in the United
States: the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
(GOA) and the Orthodox Church in America (OCA).
Nearly 1000 parishioners from 103 GOA and OCA
parishes situated in various parts of the US completed
our questionnaires.
The Orthodox Church Today is part of the Patriarch
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute’s ongoing “Parish Life
Project.” It complements and evolves the earlier (2006)
study of American Orthodox parish clergy - “Evolving
Visions of the Orthodox Priesthood in America.”
The Orthodox Church Today addressed three questions:
x To what extent do the social and religious attitudes
of ordinary parishioners reflect those of their parish
priests?
x What do members think about everyday patterns of
Church life in their local parishes?
x What do laity think about various Church related
issues, such as the future of Orthodox Christianity in
America, the role of the laity in the Church,
ordination of women, etc?
The Orthodox Church Today study was made possible
through a grant from the Louisville Institute.
The full study report is available online at:
www.orthodoxinstitute.org/parish_needs.html
More than half of OCA clergy and laity are
converts to Orthodoxy.
What was your Church affiliation before you became
an Orthodox Christian? (% of respondents)
IȱwasȱProtestant
IȱwasȱRomanȱCatholic
IȱhaveȱalwaysȱbeenȱOrthodoxȱChristian
100%
80%

7%

17%

5%
12%

60%
40%
20%
0%

88%

39%
20%

71%
41%

37%
14%

49%

The laity expressed only very modest support
for women in the ministry.
Would you support or oppose women in the following
roles in the Church?
%ȱofȱGOAȱandȱOCAȱlaityȱwhoȱWOULDȱ
SUPPORTȱwomenȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱpositonsȱinȱ
theȱChurch
Womenȱas 40% 38%
36%
anȱaltar
25%
30%
server
23%
Womenȱasȱa
20%
14%
deacon

GOA

Note: the data on clergy provided in this booklet are from the
2006 “Evolving Visions of the Orthodox Priesthood” study.

OCA

Most clergy and laity agree that priests should
have final authority in a parish.
“In the case of disagreements with laity, priests
should have the final authority in the parish.”
%ȱofȱclergyȱandȱlaityȱwhoȱAGREEDȱwithȱthisȱ
statement
Clergy 70%
60%
Laity

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

58%

58%

GOA

61%

OCA

%ȱofȱclergyȱandȱlaityȱwhoȱAGREEDȱwithȱthisȱ
statement
Clergy 50%

47%

18%

GOA

80%

4%

20%
0%

6%

4%

42%

27%

OCA

The laity speak out on the urgent issues facing
the Orthodox Church:
x Youth leaving the Church is seen as the
most important issue by both the GOA
and the OCA members
x Religiously mixed marriages are a much
more urgent problem among GOA than
among OCA members
x Very few wanted open discussion on the
ordination of women
“Numerous issues relating to Church life are being
discussed today and may also have an impact on your
parish. In your opinion, how important would an
open discussion be in the Church in the following
areas?”
% of parish members who said that the following
subjects are “VERY IMPORTANT” to be openly
discussed in the Church.

26%

26%

19%

28%

49%

42%

54%

40%

ȱ

GOAȱ OCAȱ

21%

28%

21%

28%

Issueȱofȱyouthȱandȱyoungȱadultsȱ
leavingȱtheȱChurchȱ

84%ȱ

77%ȱ

Relationshipȱbetweenȱmainstreamȱ
Americanȱcultureȱandȱtraditionsȱandȱ
requirementsȱofȱtheȱOrthodoxȱChurchȱ

63%ȱ

54%ȱ

Representationȱofȱtheȱlocalȱparishȱatȱ
decisionȱmakingȱonȱtheȱdiocesanȱandȱ
nationalȱlevelsȱ

46%ȱ

44%ȱ

Theȱissueȱofȱ“ethnic”ȱversusȱ
“American”ȱparishesȱ

45%ȱ

40%ȱ

Issueȱofȱinterfaithȱ(Orthodoxȱ–ȱnonȬ
Christian)ȱmarriagesȱ

53%ȱ

30%ȱ

Issueȱofȱmixedȱ(Orthodoxȱ–ȱnonȬ
Orthodox)ȱmarriagesȱ

51%ȱ

25%ȱ

TheȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱAmericanȱ
OrthodoxȱChurchesȱandȱtheȱMotherȱ
ChurchesȱinȱtheȱOldȱWorldȱ

39%ȱ

31%ȱ

Theȱprocessȱofȱselectingȱbishopsȱ

25%ȱ

34%ȱ

Recruitingȱpriestsȱfromȱconvertsȱtoȱ
Orthodoxyȱ

32%ȱ

25%ȱ

Sharingȱministryȱwithȱlaityȱ

32%ȱ

22%ȱ

Theȱlackȱofȱclearȱprofessionalȱ
standardsȱforȱpriestsȱ

28%ȱ

23%ȱ

Ordinationȱofȱwomenȱ

13%ȱ

8%ȱ

60%
40%

4%

GOA GOAȱlaity OCA OCAȱlaity
clergy
clergy

67%

Clergy and laity have a different vision for the
process of selection of parish priests.
“I think it is a good idea if Orthodox parishes were to
choose their own priest from among available clergy”

40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

Liberal.ȱIȱamȱwillingȱtoȱinitiateȱandȱpromoteȱnew
developmentsȱinȱtheȱChurch
Moderate.ȱIȱacceptȱnewȱdevelopmentsȱandȱchangesȱin
theȱChurchȱdependingȱonȱlocalȱcircumstances
Traditional.ȱAnyȱchangesȱinȱtheȱChurchȱshouldȱbe
evolutionary.
Conservative.ȱOrthodoxȱChurchȱshouldȱavoidȱchanges
inȱitsȱlifeȱandȱtheology
100%

0%

Laity

GOA GOAȱlaity OCA OCAȱlaity
clergy
clergy

6%

Womenȱasȱa 10%
priest

The vast majority of both clergy and laity
identify their approach to Church life as either
“conservative” or “traditional.”
When you think about your theological position and
approach to church life, which word best describes
where you stand? (% of respondents)

Most of GOA and OCA laity prefer parishes
where all members hold the same views.
Which type of parish do you prefer? (% of
respondents)
Aȱparishȱwhere
peopleȱhold
25%
100%
27%
differentȱviews
andȱopenly
80%
discussȱthem
4%
8%
Aȱparishȱwhere
60%
peopleȱhold
differentȱviews,
40%
69%
67%
butȱkeepȱthemȱto
20%
themselves
Aȱparishȱthat
requires
0%
uniformityȱof
GOAȱlaity OCAȱlaity
beliefȱand
practice

